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Making Laburnum Street Safer for Cyclists 
By David Hall FIE(Aust.) 

The Issue 
Most of the Box Hill to Ringwood Trail is a shared path, where users are separated from motor vehicles.  

But Laburnum Street, Blackburn, east of Myrtle Grove, is quite different. The road here is narrow with 
parking on both sides and one central traffic lane. Motorists travelling in opposing directions must take 
turns to stop or go.  

When the Box Hill to Ringwood Trail (BHRT) was built, Laburnum Street was designated as a mixed use 
road throughout, where cyclists and motor vehicles share the road. This design was the best that could 
be achieved politically at the time. It is not a suitable solution for the long term.  

Narrow Laburnum Street east is a mixed use road which is most unsafe for cyclists who risk being 
sandwiched between motor vehicles. Laburnum Street east urgently needs attention to improve the 
safety of cyclists by separating bicycles from motor vehicles. 

Laburnum Street west has two traffic lanes with parking on both sides and will remain a mixed use road. 
Cycling safety will be improved by installing more speed humps there to enforce the speed limit 24/7. 

“Well, I won’t allow my teenager to ride in mixed traffic on Laburnum Street” 

The Proposal 
Laburnum Street east, from Myrtle Grove to Main Street, will be converted to one way traffic eastbound. 
It will no longer be necessary for drivers to take turns with oncoming traffic. Traffic will flow steadily, so 
the capacity of the street will increase. Traffic travelling westbound from Main Street to Myrtle Grove will 
seek alternative routes such as The Avenue, or Fuchsia Street. 

Parking on Laburnum Street east will be consolidated on the north side of the road. See details below. 

These changes will free space on Laburnum Street for two kerbside bicycle lanes, one eastbound and 
one westbound. Cyclists will be separated from motor vehicles by raised lane dividers to ensure their 
safety. Motorists will no longer be impeded by cyclists riding in the traffic lane.   

 

Laburnum Street east looking eastwards 



 
 

 
 

Equitable Sharing of Laburnum Street east of Myrtle Grove 
The street has three discrete functions, motor traffic, bicycle traffic and car parking, to be shared over 
the limited width of 8.7 m between kerbs. This proposal allocates 3.2 m (36%) to motor traffic, 2.8 m 
(32%) to bicycles, 2.2 m (25%) to parking plus 0.5 m (6%) to lane dividers. These widths comply with 
Austroads guidelines. 

Each function will have exclusive use of their allocated space. No longer will bicycles and motor 
vehicles be required to mix in the traffic lane, and no longer will motor vehicles need to diverge into the 
parking lane to pass oncoming traffic. This will improve traffic flow and raise the standard of safety for 
all users. 

Laburnum Street east Parking 
In February 2016 Austraffic conducted a parking survey on Laburnum Street east which found that there 
were sufficient spaces to consolidate all parking on one side of the road.  

The demand for parking has increased since then, so the survey will be updated to ensure that 
sufficient parking is available on the north side of the street to meet the latest peak demand, plus an 
allowance of 15% vacant spaces to accommodate new arrivals.   

Lane Dividers 
Raised lane dividers will give protection to cyclists by separating bicycle lanes on Laburnum Street east 
from intrusion by motor vehicles.  The raised dividers will be concrete kerbs 15 cm high and 25 cm wide.  

There will be gaps in these lane dividers at driveways.  Bicycle lanes crossing the entrances to drives will 
be painted with green Omnigrip paint to highlight the requirement for motor vehicles to give way to 
vulnerable cyclists when entering or leaving drives. 

Laburnum Street, west of Myrtle Grove 
The west end of Laburnum Street is wider, with a traffic lane in each direction and heavily used parking 
on both sides of the road. 

In 2016 when this section was designed the only way to accommodate bikes at the west end was for 
cyclists and motorists to share the road, which is fundamentally unsafe.  

Now, in 2025, nothing has changed. 

The safety of cyclists could be improved if the speed limit was reduced to 30 kmh, but that is not 
approved by the Victorian government. So, the only way to improve the safety of cyclists is to ensure 
that vehicles keep to the existing 40 kmh speed limit on Laburnum Street west.  

The 40 kmh speed limit will be extended right to Whitehorse Road, and more speed humps will be 
installed between Whitehorse Road and Myrtle Grove. Speed humps are a proven way of controlling 
speeds 24/7. 

In addition to the existing hump opposite 18A Laburnum Street, four new table top speed humps will be 
built opposite numbers 4, 12, 16 and 23 Laburnum Street. The humps will not be far apart because that 
is the only way of making it safer for bicycles to share this road with motor vehicles.  

  



 
 

 
 

Bicycle Counts 
The 2024 WCC bicycle count was conducted in the first week of March 2024, during morning and 
evening peaks. Counting sites on BHRT included Cottage Street which is between Blackburn and 
Nunawading stations, and Laburnum Street / Main Street intersection which is between Blackburn and 
Laburnum stations.  

A total of 307 bicycles were counted at Cottage Street and only 133 (43%) at Laburnum/Main, and 174 
(57%) went elsewhere.  

Some may have terminated in Blackburn, others may have bypassed part of Laburnum Street by riding 
along South Parade and Elmore Walk, and others went elsewhere. 

Making Laburnum Street safer for cyclists will certainly increase the number of people riding between 
Blackburn and Laburnum stations. 

Background  
The 10 km long BHRT was built by VicRoads, now the Victorian Department of Transport and Planning 
(DTP). 90% of the trail is on VicTrack land beside the railway, and the balance is on Laburnum Street, 
Blackburn and Walkers Road, Nunawading.  

Three tracks fill the railway easement between Laburnum and Blackburn stations leaving no spare 
space for a new trail. VicRoads spent a considerable amount of time and effort evaluating alternative 
routes between Blackburn and Laburnum railway stations. They investigated both north and south sides 
of the line and consulted extensively with residents. They concluded that Laburnum Street was the only 
possible route, despite their concerns about the volume of motor traffic on this narrow street.   

Laburnum Street Scope of Work 

Laburnum Street East Parking 
Update the 2016 Austraffic parking survey to confirm that there will be sufficient parking spaces on the 
north side of the road to meet peak demand, plus 15% vacant spaces available for new arrivals. 

Community Engagement 
The process of community engagement should begin with information sessions and literature at the 
outset, including a survey of community feedback. This will be followed by another survey of 
community feedback soon after opening, and a final survey after 12 months operation. The surveys 
should include nearby residents and those cyclists using Laburnum Street east. 

Physical Construction 
Civil Works 
There will be no change to existing civil works. The existing foot paths, trees and nature strips, kerbs and 
road surface will remain unchanged. 

Concrete lane dividers will be added to Laburnum Street east.  

Four new table top speed humps will be added on Laburnum Street, west of Myrtle Grove to enforce the 
40 kmh speed limit. 

  



 
 

 
 

Signage 
One way traffic signs will be required at both ends of Laburnum Street east, and on side roads entering 
Laburnum Street east.  

The 40 kmh speed limit will be extended north to Whitehorse Road and a new 40 kmh speed limit sign 
will be erected at the Whitehorse Road intersection. 

Line Marking 
Remove all existing line markings on Laburnum Street east and replace with new. 


